Golden Elegance  
Auxiliary  of  The  Lithonia  High  School  Marching  Band
Dear prospective band member and parents,

Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of the Assymetrix National Champion Dance Team, Golden Elegance!  This unique section of the Lithonia High School Marching Band incorporates dance, gymnastics, props, and body movement to interpret the songs and accentuate the music played by the Marching band.  Under the outstanding leadership of Mr. D. High, and Mr. M. Lloyd, Directors of Bands, the Lithonia High School Marching Band has set an unprecedented tradition of excellence and athleticism.  We seek talented, cooperative, and energetic dancers who will exemplify the high standards of discipline, showmanship, and talent that our program has been known for throughout the years. 
Please review all contents of this information packet carefully.  We will adhere strictly to all deadlines and requirements, both administrative and performance-based.  If selected, both team members and parents are expected to attend all meetings, including those of the band booster organization and dance team parent meetings, while adhering to the rules and regulations of the Golden Elegance constitution, the LHS Marching Band, and the DeKalb County Board of Education.  Information from these documents will be presented at the first parent meeting of the season.  

This information packet contains the following:

· Registration form

· Academic report/recommendation form

· Requirements for Tryouts

· Description of Selection Process

· Itemized list of expenses (estimated)
· Payment schedule

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mrs. T. Vincent at 678-676-2960.  Thank you for your time and consideration.  We look forward to welcoming you as a member of one of the finest organizations at our school:  The Lithonia High School Marching Band.  Here’s to a successful year! Good luck!

Sincerely,

Mrs. T. Vincent



Auxiliary Director



Mr. D. High

Director of Bands
Michael Lloyd

Director of Bands 
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Auxiliary  of  The  Lithonia  High  School  Marching  Band
Itemized Expense List 

The following is the projected budget for the 2011-12 band season.  Please review it carefully.  If a question or concern should arise, please contact Mrs. Vincent or Mr. High, LHS Band Staff, at 678-676-2960.  Thank you for your time and consideration of the Lithonia High School Marching Band.








New dancers
Veterans



Band Dues (Final price & due date TBD by Band Boosters)

$  280.00( 

$280.00(
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Uniform (1)






$    80.00

n/a

Warm-up (1)






$    90.00

n/a



Dance Shoes (3 pairs)




$    90.00

n/a 




Undergarments (incl. nude leotard, bra, tights-2 pair, etc.)

$   100.00

n/a



Bag







$    40.00

n/a



Alternate performance uniforms (incl. blk dance pants)

$  300.00 

$300.00


Accessories (incl. HUMAN HAIR hair clips, ponytail, make-up, chair)
$   230.00

$200.00

Shipping/Set-up fees





$    30.00

$  30.00

Total=







$ 1240.00

$810.00
Total due Wednesday, March 30th, 2011= 


$ 960.00

$530.00  
*Note:  The $280.00 allotment for band dues is NOT included in the payment due.  This is a fee assessed by the Lithonia High School Band Booster Organization and will be finalized at a later date. Other expenses, due dates, and final costs to be determined and paid at a later date:
Band trips (Final price TBA by Band Boosters)






$  400.00( 

Dance Camp-tentative (June/July@UGA)






$  250.00( 

(Note:  All items listed become the property of the payee upon submitting all money due.  All prices listed are estimated to include embroidery, tax, and shipping/handling fees.  The items and prices listed are based upon LAST YEAR’S BUDGET and are subject to change or deletion depending upon need and financial probability.  Should a change occur, all dancers and parents will be notified via memo and during band booster or dance team parent meetings.  Please be advised that everyone’s input is welcomed and that the LHS Band Staff will make the best decision for all parties involved.    
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Auxiliary  of  The  Lithonia  High  School  Marching  Band
Requirements for Tryouts

(All forms are due Tuesday, March 1st, 2011, 6:00pm.)

All participants are required to submit:

· Audition Registration Form (ivory-colored paper) See Mrs. Vincent to get your form TODAY!
· current physical form (valid one year, beginning February, 2011)

All participants are required to perform:

· 1 dance routine (8-12 sets of eight): includes double turns, kicks, leaps, and more)
· 1 flag routine
· Conditioning:  1 mile run in 10 minutes or less (Wednesday, March 2nd, 4:00pm)

· Interview (Tuesday, March 9th, only for those who advance)

The judges will consider the following categories during the evaluation of the required elements:

· precision/execution

· showmanship/presentation
· physical appearance (neatness, grooming, physical fitness)

· extra talent=Show what extra talent you may be able to contribute to the team. 
(Baton Twirling, gymnastics, dance technique, etc. All candidates will be judged by the criteria listed below.)

Sample Score Sheet

{5=Superior, 4=Good, 3=Fair, 2=Needs Improvement, 1=Poor, (=Skill Not Performed}

{5=10:00- mile, 4=10-12:00 mile, 3=12-15:00 mile, 2=15-17:00 mile, 1=17:00+ mile, (=NOT COMPLETED
	Appearance

(attire/neatness/

grooming)
	Conditioning

1 mile run
	Dance
	Flag 
	Showmanship
	Extra

Talent
	Total



	5 4 3 2 1 (
	5 4 3 2 1 (
	5 4 3 2 1 (
	5 4 3 2 1 (
	5 4 3 2 1 (
	5 4 3 2 1 (
	


Sample Interview Sheet
	Candidate #
	Appearance
	Articulation/Voice Projection
	Content/Integrity of Answer
	Total

	#
	5   4   3  2  1 (
	5   4   3  2  1 (
	5   4   3  2  1 (
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Auxiliary  of  The  Lithonia  High  School  Marching  Band
Selection Process

Phase I

Monday, February 28th & Tuesday, March 1st
3:30-7:00
GE 101
This clinic is not mandatory, but it will be helpful! It is simply a presentation of information for all prospective dancers and parents to understand the importance of certain audition and performance criteria. This includes dance and flag technique, make-up basics, and dance audition etiquette. The cost is $10/per participant. Middle School participants/parents-please see your dance team sponsor (Ms. Whaley) for a packet or call Mrs. Vincent if you have any questions/concerns.

Tuesday, March 1st 
6:00-7:00
Parent Meeting

This meeting is mandatory! It is an introductory meeting to meet the Auxiliary Director and better understand the structure of the band program and the audition process. Registration Packets are due! This is the last day to submit your registration packet information and physical form to Mrs. Vincent, room 541, Lithonia High School. Late packets will not be accepted and will disqualify you from the selection process. FALSIFIED/FORGED DOCUMENTS WILL DISQUALIFY YOU FROM THE SELECTION PROCESS WITHOUT EXCEPTION. If a candidate must submit a late packet due to the late scheduling of a physical, a point deduction will be assessed from the overall audition score. 
Phase II

Tuesday, March 1st-Thursday, March 3rd  
3:10-3:40
Dress for Audition (Full make-up is required!)
3:45-6:00
Practice Session

The session begins with exercises to prepare a dancer’s body for rigorous physical activity. The techniques presented will be helpful to those who have never marched in a band or those who need to sharpen their skills. 
Each candidate will learn a flag routine and a dance. All skills will be practiced extensively during this time. All practices are mandatory. In the event of an emergency and a participant has to miss a practice day, she will be responsible for learning all missed material either before or after each practice day, at home, on her own time. All non-GE101 participants will begin Wednesday, March 2nd.
Phase III

Thursday, March 3rd  
4:00-7:00
The Audition
All candidates will audition in groups of 2-4. Every participant will have the opportunity to practice for the audition during the practice clinic. Upon completing the audition, all candidates must leave the practice and holding areas and wait for transportation outside of the school building. There will be no practicing while in the holding area. If a candidate misses the audition for any reason, she will be disqualified from the process.
Phase IV
Tuesday, March 8th 

3:30-5:00

The Interview
All dance finalists will advance to the interview phase. If your name and number is not called/posted, you have not advanced to the final phase of the audition process. Thank you for your time.
All finalists will be interviewed as a part of the final selection process.  Three numbers will be selected which correspond to ten pre-selected questions that will be asked.  Business attire is expected without exception. For more details about what business attire is, please read the attached information or see Mrs. Vincent ASAP.

Friday, March 11th  

Golden Elegance 2011-12
An announcement will be made to inform the student body of the final selections. 
Wednesday, March 16th 
Constitution Agreement must be returned (SIGNED) by Wednesday, March 16th.  Dancers will NOT be admitted to practice if this document is not returned! The dancer may return to practice upon receipt of the signed constitution form.
Monday, March 21st 

First Practice of the 2011-2012 Season
All 2011-2012 Golden Elegance Dance Team members are expected to attend practice every day, beginning, TODAY. We will follow the practice schedule as printed in this packet, beginning with dress time.  
Wednesday, March 30th
6:00-7:00
Parent Meeting (2011-12 Dance Team Parents & Dancers ONLY)
Payment-in-Full is due!! We will discuss uniforms, fundraising, and parental involvement. Failure to submit payment on-time will result in immediate dismissal from practice until payment is received.) There will be no exceptions to this rule!  Our first performance is the Spring Jamboree in May and we must begin to order IMMEDIATELY. Failure to submit the payment on-time may cause the dancer to miss the first performance at the Jamboree and will result in extra shipping fees to expedite receipt of items.
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Auxiliary  of  The  Lithonia  High  School  Marching  Band
Evaluation Attire & Interview Requirements

Final Dance Evaluation: Thursday, March 3rd, 2011

Interview: Tuesday, March 8th, 2011
Evaluation Attire 
Every GE 101 & practice day, you must wear the following:
· a black leotard or racerback tank
{A white leotard or racerback tank is required for audition day, Thursday, March 3rd.}
· black shorts or dance pants

· black socks

· black sneakers or black dance shoes

· hair up, off shoulders

· NO jewelry (even if you have new/recent piercings)

· NO visible body-piercings/tattoos

· NO tanktops known as “wifebeaters”
You will receive your number when your paperwork has been verified.
The Interview 

Interviews will be conducted after school in room 541. Your interview will last approximately five minutes so please arrive on time. There will be a waiting area available if you arrive early. (Interviews for middle school students will take place after the audition, Thursday, March 3rd. Please bring the appropriate business attire.)
Interview Attire
Business attire is required.  This includes:

· blazer w/skirt

· pant suit

· skirt and blouse 

· appropriate accessories (1 ring per hand, 1 necklace, 1 pair of earrings not bigger than a quarter)

Avoid the following:

· large earrings & excessive jewelry

· shoes w/heels higher than 3-inches

· bright-colored clothing/bold design patterns

· strong-scented perfumes/lotions/glitter

· too much/not enough make-up (Lipstick and mascara will suffice. NO LIP GLOSS!)

Each candidate will select three numbers, 1-10.  The numbers correspond to questions that the candidate will answer to the best of his/her ability.  The band staff will evaluate the integrity and articulation of each response and may ask clarifying questions based upon the answers given by the candidate.  The interview score is separate from the performance score. Only those candidates who receive the highest dance/flag scores and a score of 8+ will be selected as dancers of Golden Elegance. The final lists will be posted/announced Friday, March 11th.  
May be required for veteran dancers depending upon wear of items previously purchased/not purchased





GE 101


3:30-7:00


$10





GE 101


(continued)


Parent Meeting


6:00-7:00





Audition


Practice


3:45-6:00





The Audition


(See Registration Packet for details)





Interview 


Results 


posted





The Interview


3:30-5:00





Golden 


Elegance 


2011-12


(All dancers will be notified BEFORE the announcement is made to the student body.)





Signed constitution agreement is due!





1st 


PRACTICE


3:30-6:00





NO 


PRACTICE!





PRACTICE


3:30-6:00


Parent Meeting


6:00-7:00


Payment-In-Full Due!





NO 


PRACTICE!


We will resume Monday, 4/11, 3:30





PRACTICE


3:30-6:00





PRACTICE


3:30-6:00





PRACTICE


3:30-6:00





PRACTICE


3:30-6:00





PRACTICE


3:30-6:00





Measurement Day & 


Dancer Meeting!


(Arrive in audition attire.)
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