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Golden Elegance  
Auxiliary  of  The  Lithonia  High  School  Marching  Band
Constitution

The Lithonia High School Marching Band has set an unprecedented tradition of excellence and athleticism.  We seek talented, cooperative, and energetic students who will exemplify the high standards of discipline, musicianship, and talent that our program has been known for through the years. A Golden Elegance student is one who exhibits high moral, ethical, and academic standards and we need your experience, exemplary behavior, and high academic achievement to enhance our program as we continue to carry on the tradition.  We will adhere strictly to all deadlines and requirements, both administrative and performance-based.  Both team members and parents are expected to attend all meetings, including those of the band booster organization and dance team parent meetings, while adhering to the rules and regulations of the Golden Elegance Constitution, the LHS Marching Band, and the DeKalb County School System.  

I. PURPOSE

Our primary purpose is to use body movement to interpret the songs and accentuate the music that is played by the Lithonia High School Marching Band, through the incorporation of formal and familiar dance techniques, gymnastics, and dramatic interpretation.  The band program provides educational experiences outside of the classroom setting by developing a climate that is conducive to learning and develops physical skills. Ultimately, these standards contribute to the development of better citizens.  

II. TRY OUTS

See the Golden Elegance Information Packet for specific information pertaining to the selection process.  The decisions of the judges are final.  

III. TRANSPORTATION

A. Each student is responsible for securing transportation to and from Lithonia High School unless otherwise 

determined by the band staff.

B. Away games

1. All students will travel to and from away games with the squad and supervising coach on a DeKalb County 


School  System bus.  No student will be allowed to ride home with another student.

2. Students will not be excused to leave during halftime of a game.

3. Transportation must arrive for pick-up within 15 minutes of the end of all band events.

IV. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

A. All students are required to perform at rallies, football games (home and away), parades, or any event at which the band is scheduled to perform.

B. Each student is expected to attend all meetings, practices, pep rallies, performances, and games.

C. Summer camp – All students are expected to attend summer camp to practice the fundamentals of marching and dance.

D. All students are required to participate with band/dance team fundraising activities.

E.   All practices are mandatory.  Excessive tardiness/absences will be addressed with the appropriate disciplinary action taken at the discretion of the band staff.  Please note that students are expected to attend despite having menstral cramps or minor colds. If necessary, a student may sit and observe or participate minimally.
F.   If a student is not at school at least half a day, he/she cannot practice or participate in any band activity scheduled for that day.

V. PRACTICE/GAME RULES

These guidelines are in place to insure that our squad will always exemplify the best in appearance, attitude, and performance.  Please note following rules for practices and games.  Consequences will be administrated for behavior that does not comply with the Lithonia High School Marching Band guidelines and the DeKalb County Code of Conduct.

1. Arrive on time to all practices and performances.

2. Practices are closed to all students, teachers, parents, friends, relatives, etc. unless invited by the band staff.

There will be designated days that guests will be invited to attend practices. If a special circumstance arises, please see the coach and arrangements can be made for visitations.

3. Cell phones, jewelry, excessive make-up, and bright-colored fingernails are not permitted.

4. Wear the appropriate practice/game attire, including shoes, socks, loose-fitting practice clothes, or game 

uniforms.  See sheet entitled, “Daily Practice Schedule” for required attire.

5. Upon making the team, every student will audition for a position in the halftime performance. If a student is not 

performance-ready, she will sit out of a portion of or all of the halftime show.  See the Auxiliary Director for more details.

6. During practice and games, only those students who have been acknowledged by the coach should engage in 

conversation.  “Social” conversation is not permitted at any time. 

7. Maintain a positive attitude when interacting with teammates and members of the band staff.  Always speak 

respectfully and politely.

Some consequences for violating any of the aforementioned rules may include but are not limited to the following:

extra conditioning

discipline referral

quarter suspension

game suspension

squad dismissal

VI. FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

The student is responsible for purchasing all items necessary to participate in the band, as determined by the band staff, band boosters, and the Lithonia High School Administration (i.e. uniforms, shoes, warm-up suit, undergarments, etc.)  A student may have additional expenses such as band trips, extra uniform items, make-up, etc.  The band booster treasurer will collect all monies pertaining to the Band Booster Organization.   A REFUND WILL NOT BE ISSUED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE.  In the event, a student must end her participation with the band prior to the end of the season, she will only receive the items for she has paid.

VII. FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

A. All students will participate in all fund raising projects during the year

B. All funds raised must be turned in within three days of the activity.

C. Fundraisers are designed to offset the total expenses for the student cheer season.

D. Fundraisers are arranged/facilitated by the Band Booster Organization, unless otherwise approved.

VIII. PURCHASE AND CARE OF UNIFORMS

A. All uniforms purchased become the property of the student.  A student is responsible for repairing or replacing 

damaged uniforms.

B. The student is responsible for alterations and uniform maintenance/cleaning and will not perform if the necessary 
alterations have not been made by performance time. 

C. Dance/performance shoes are not to be worn as casual shoes and should be worn for performances and practice only.

D. Uniforms are to be worn for performances and practice only.  No uniform item should be worn out in the community 

without a covering, and no one other than a Lithonia High School student should wear any part of a dance uniform, warm-up, or other official clothing.

E. On game days, students must look uniform at all times. Uniform items may not be worn to school or as casual 
outerwear.
IX. APPEARANCE/GROOMING
A. Uniforms and shoes should be kept clean at all times.  Uniforms should be neatly pressed and in good condition.

B. Jewelry may be worn at performances only and is limited to pearl or diamond studs.  Necklaces, bracelets, body-

piercings, and tattoos are not permitted under any circumstance.

C. Make-up is required.  A natural, wholesome look is desired and will include color-schemes that blend well with 

the student’s skin tone: See the coach for more detailed information.
	Basic make-up guide
	Light Skin 
	Medium Brown Skin
	Dark Skin

	Foundation/face powder
	match skin tone
	match skin tone
	match skin tone

	Eye shadow (arch of brow)
	cream/ivory hue
	cream/ivory hue
	golden/light brown hue

	Eye shadow (crease of eye lid)
	brown
	dark brown/charcoal 
	dark brown/charcoal

	Mascara
	brown/dark brown
	dark brown/black
	black

	Eyeliner (optional)
	brown
	brown/black
	black

	Blush (optional)
	amber/orange hue
	browns/reds
	Berry/purple/dark brown

	Lipstick (no lip gloss!)
	coral/orange/fushia hue
	red/burgundy hue
	burgundy/berry hue

	Lip liner (no black)
	match skin color or lipstick color
	match skin color or lipstick color
	match skin color or lipstick color


D. All hairstyles must be neat and similar. Hairstyles are determined by the coach, depending upon dance of the week, 

weather conditions, and feasibility.  Hairstyles should be simple and should not require adjusting during a performance.  The students/parents may offer suggestions at any time.
E. A student should look her best at all times.  Maintaining proper physical fitness will keep a student’s performance 

at its best.

F. Fingernails should be neat and trimmed.  (Nails should not be seen beyond the tips of fingers.)
G. French manicure or clear polish is acceptable. Colored polish is NEVER permitted.

H. A dancer will not perform if make-up and hair are not done or are done inappropriately or incorrectly.

X. SELECTION OF SECTION-LEADER AND BAND MANAGERS
The position of “captain” in its traditional view is not warranted within this section of the band.  One (1) or several students may hold leadership positions (veterans/section leader), as stipulated by the band staff. The band staff will make the final selection of the section-leader on the basis of leadership abilities, attitude, peer respect, general abilities, and general knowledge of the program.  The veteran must have a minimum of one-year’s experience on the squad and senior veterans will have seniority.

XI. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 

The veterans will be responsible for:

1.  
Setting an example for the rest of the squad by following all rules and regulations.

2. Working cooperatively with all squad members.

3. Arriving early to practice and starting practice on time.

4. Leading warm-up activities.

5. Preparing all necessary supplies ready for practice (CD player, music, etc.)

6. Collating paperwork for distribution.

7. Choreography for games and pep rallies with prior approval of coach. (Suggestions may be accepted from the squad.)
8. Exemplifying and encouraging positive sportsmanship and crowd-participation.

9. Coordinating spirit-raising activities with approval from the coaching staff.

10. Demonstrating fairness and impartiality within the squad.

11. Notifying the band staff of problems that exist within the squad.

XII. SUSPENSIONS & DISMISSALS

A student may be benched/suspended/dismissed for reasons including but not limited to:

· Unsatisfactory grade reports.

· School suspension/recurring disciplinary problems. If a student is suspended from school for any reason, she/he will 



be dismissed from the squad.

(continued)

· Poor attendance

1. Four unexcused absences from practices/games/study table

2. Excessive tardiness to practice or leaving early.

3. Failure to complete assigned duties.

4. Failure to abide by constitution rules.

5. Failure to cooperate with teammates, the band staff, or administration.

6. Blatant disrespect towards teammates, the band staff, faculty, staff, opposing team/students.

7. Failure to turn in fundraising activity money.

· Conduct unbecoming of a student demonstrated in school or in the community, which reflects negatively upon the 


reputation of the school and squad.

*If a student is “benched”, she must sit with the coach at the game.
XIII. CHAIN OF COMMAND

Every effort will be made by the band staff to settle all issues/concerns that are presented/addressed in the proper manner.  When addressing a concern/question, the following chain of command should be followed in order to ensure that the concern is addressed adequately and expeditiously:

a. Speak with the Auxiliary Director:  Tanika Scales

If you are not satisfied with the resolution of the Auxiliary Director:

b. Speak with the Director of Bands:  David High

If a mutually-agreed upon solution cannot be achieved, you may:

c. Speak with the school Principal:  Angela Moton
-or-

d. Speak with the county coordinator for bands:  Don Roberts

XIV.
MEETINGS

The practice and performance schedules are distributed at the first dance team parent meeting. This is a mandatory meeting for all dance team parents and students.  The constitution will be discussed.  This is your time to ask questions and receive clarification on any information contained within this document. The agreement form must be signed, dated, and returned before the next practice date, (Wednesday, April 15th) or the student will not be permitted to participate and will be dismissed from all practices, activities, and performances until the document has been submitted WITHOUT EXCEPTION. 

Meetings:  Please note that ONLY the Auxiliary Director organizes official dance team parent meetings.  Band Booster Club meetings are called by the president of the organization and are held the second Tuesday of every month. All other meetings are NOT official and attendance is not required.

The LHS Band Staff and the Band Booster Organization are separate units that work together to provide our band members with the necessary items and opportunities to fundraise and perform.

Band Hierarchy (hired/assigned by the Principal)



Director of Bands
:
leads/supervises all sections of the band and its staff; delegates tasks

Assistants:

assists the Director of Bands; supervises all/designated sections

Auxiliary Director:
manages/choreographs all students and flag twirlers

Band Booster Organization (elected positions by the parents of band students)


President:

organizes/facilitates/presides over meetings, fundraisers, band activities

Vice-President:

assists the President

Secretary:

records the meeting minutes/exchange of dialogue

Co-Treasurers:

receipt monies of the band members/parents

Financial Secretary:
keeps record of all financial transactions/invoices
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Golden Elegance  
Auxiliary  of  The  Lithonia  High  School  Marching  Band
Contract

Student-


I have read and understood the contents of the constitution in its entirety.  I have addressed my concerns/questions to the Auxiliary Director and Band Staff and I am prepared to follow all of the rules contained in this document.  I understand that if I violate any of the rules contained in this document that I am subject to disciplinary action as stated by this constitution.

Parent-


I have read and understood the contents of the constitution in its entirety.  I have discussed its contents with my child and we agree to adhere to the rules of this document.  I have addressed my concerns/questions with the Auxiliary Director and Band Staff and I agree that if a concern should arise in the future, I will follow the chain of command as listed in this document.  I understand that if my child is in violation of any of the aforementioned rules that my child is subject to disciplinary action as stated by this constitution.

Parent Signature




Student Signature

  date





            date

2
1
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